


Rom.3:25; 1Jn.4:10 What’s the status of Christians before God? 
“Innocent”? Or, “forgiven”? What are we to understand by, “atoning sacrifice”? 
Rom.3:23-24; 2Cor.5:21  

  
  
  

Propitiation Justified 
means means 

“making favourable” “declared righteous” 
                                                            (not, “made righteous”) 

 On the cross 
  Jesus propitiated God for us. 
 He turned aside God’s wrath Righteousness through faith in Christ:    

by taking it on himself.  
 Rom.1:17 – “In the gospel the righteousness of God is 
                       revealed …the righteous by faith will  
              Is it not unjust                       live.” 
              for God to put the  
              blame on Jesus God’s righteousness / justice is revealed in his promised 

acquittal of those who put their faith in Jesus and his death on 
the cross in their place. They are justified / declared righteous – 
the verdict at the end of time brought into the present. 

              for our sins? 
 
  God’s people declared innocent:                

“You, Lord Jesus, are my righteousness, Write down a definition of “innocent” 
 And I am your sin.  

  You have taken what was mine, 
Write down a definition of “forgiven” 

 And have given me what was yours.  
 You became what you were not,  

What’s the difference between the two?  So that what I was not, I might become.” 
                                             [Martin Luther] 
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